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(37) 
REPORT. 


The committee of claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of James Anderson, | 
REPORT: 

That the petitioner claims the repayment of the 
sum of $382 42, advanced by him to heutenant 
Lyle at the Havanna, and for which sum the said 
Lyle drew a bill on the secretary of war, in his far 
vor, which bill was refused to be accepted. 

In the month of March, 1809, heutenant Lyle 
and fifteen privates were, on their way to New Or- 
leans, captured by a British cruizer and taken into 
Havanna. ‘They were soon after liberated, but in 
consequence of the brig on board which they were 
wanting repair and being short of provisions, they 
could uot proceed to the place of their destination 
without money to make the necessary repairs and 
furnish the necessary provisions. ‘The petitioner, 
being the commercial agent of the United States at 
that place, advanced the sum of money abovemen- 
tioned, which enabled them to proceed with their 
vessel to New Orleans, where she was sold. It 
appears from the account of sales.of the brig and 
cargo, by the marshal of Orleans, that the follow- 
ing charges were allowed by the court to captain 
{Long and lieutenant Lyle which were paid to them 
and deducted from the proceeds of the sales, viz.: 
Paid to sundries per captain Long’s bill and vouch- 

ers, $284 35 
Paidto sundries per heutenant Lyle’s bill, $223 81. 


| 
: (7) 
| Hence a presumption arises that lieutenant Lyle 


roduced to the court the account of expenditures 
aid by the petitioner, and for which the bill in 
uestion was drawn. Should this presumption be 
ell founded the petitioner has his remedy against 
ieutenant Lyle and not against the United States. 
- From aletter of the secretary of war, which ac- 
companies the papers of the petitioner, it appears 
that at the time the above sum was advanced lieu- 
tenant Lyle was not acting in the line of his duty. 
Under all the circumstances of the case, your 
committee are induced to submit the following 
resolution: 7 : Me Se Ls saan 
~ Resolved, That the petitioner have leave to 
withdraw his petition, with the papers accompa 
nying the same. : y Shad # 
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